gt oy roduced honey, you can bet
ey ould b htgh on the hst just as honey bees are! They are
‘*majoa’ pollinators of the majority of our wild flowers, (something we
ally take for granted) upon which many other species

depend— d the countrys&de would be vastty dtfferent w;thout these

' »wudﬂowers
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- Next time you eat a British grown strawberry or a tomato (which

depends on bumblebee pollination) or even runner beans, chances

_ are they were not po!hnated by a honey bee, but more hkely 2
bumblebee! -

It is just a little late now to attract the most species of queen
___ bumblebees to nest in your garden for this year. However, you can
_ make a difference by plant ng appropnate forage p ants for our
 bus unsung heroesf '

Since bumblebee queens must smgte—handedly feed and incubate
_ their broods in eal ly spring, a good source of forage in close

 proximity to their selected nest site is likely to be vital. Plants that
can provide good spring forage for bumblebees include apple,
bluebell, broom, bugle, cherry, spring-flowering heather, flowering
currant, pulmonaria, pear, plum, pussy willow, red dead nettle,
rosemary, white dead nettle and mahonia.

Whenever | visit a garden centre with plants outside, one of my first
observations before purchasing is to note which

flowers attracts which species of insects. Many

attract both butterflies and bees, although some

flowers can only be pollinated by bumblebees,

such as foxgloves as only bumbles possess a

tongue long enough to gain access to the nectar

and hence pollinate the flower.

colonies present the following year. A list of plants frunts flowers
and vegetables that can provide forage throughout the pened of ,
~ bumblebee actlwty could include:

7 jMarch Apnl

f‘m quilegia, Brrds—foot trefoﬂ Bugte Bush vetch C p
nothus, Chives, Comfrey, Cotoneaster, Escallonia, Everlasting

Pea, Everlasting Wallflower, Foxglove, Geranium, Honeystickle,
Kidney vetch, Laburnum, Lupin, Monkshood Poached €99 ptant
_ Poppies and Raspberries.

July - September
Black horehound, Borage, Bramble, Buddleta Cardoon, Catmmt

Gornflower, Delphinium, Heathers, Hollyhock, Hyssop, Ice plant,

Knapweed, Lavender, Lesser burdock, Marjoram, Melilot, Mint,

Penstemon, Phacelia, Polemonium, Purple Ioosestnfe, Red bartSta

~ George Pilkington.
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Male Bombus Iapidarius




